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The stars came out that night, dazzling in their brilliance and clarity. Ford
and Arthur had walked more miles than they had any means of judging and
finally stopped to rest. The night was cool and balmy, the air pure, the
SubEtha Sens.O.Matic totally silent. A wonderful stillness hung over the
world, a magical calm which combined with the soft fragrances of the
woods, the quiet chatter of insects and the brilliant light of the stars to
soothe their jangled spirits. Even Ford Prefect, who had seen more worlds
than he could count on a long afternoon, was moved to wonder if this was
the most beautiful he had ever seen. All that day they had passed through
rolling green hills and valleys, richly covered with grasses, wild scented
flowers and tall thickly leaved trees, the sun had warmed them, light breezes
had kept them cool, and Ford Prefect had checked his Sub-Etha
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Sens-O-Matic at less and less frequent intervals, and had exhibited less and
less annoyance at its continued silence. He was beginning to think he liked
it here. Cool though the night air was they slept soundly and comfortably in
the open and awoke a few hours later with the light dewfall feeling refreshed
but hungry. Ford had stuf fed some small rolls into his satchel at Milliways
and they breakfasted of f those before moving on.
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